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IN THE CLAIM3 
The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 

1 . {Curremly Amended) An exliaust gas puriiying catalyst comprising: 

a catxier; 

an. NOx absorbent catalyst layer; and 
a noble-metal containing catalyst layer;^ 

wherein at least one absorbent agent selected from a group consisting of alkali metals and 
alkaline earth metals is contained in said NOx absorbent catalyst layer, 

wherein an effect inhibiting material for inhibiting an effect of said absorbent agent on 
said noble-metai containing catalyst layer is contained in at leag t o n e o f s aid NOk absorbent 
catalyst laye r and said ncblcmetal containing catalyst layt^r, ajid 

wh eret n -s at d-efie ct inliibi t ing ma t erial ia contained Ui said I^JQx abso r b e n t ca t alys t laye r , 

and inhibits movement of said absorbent agent to said noble-metal containing catalyst layer. 

2. {Canceled) 

3. (Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 1, wherein said 
effect inhibiting material is comprised of one or more materials selected from a group formed by 
an acid oxide including at least one acid substance selected from a group consisting of Group-lV, 
Group- V, and Group-VI transition elements and Group-IV, Group-V, and Group-VI non- 
transition elements; a complex oxide including said at least one acid substance; and such 
materials as not to disturb reaction of a nitrogen oxide and said absorbent agent. 

4. {Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 3, wherein said 
effect inhibiting material includes an acid oxide composed of at least one acid substance among 
silicon (Si) and tungsten (W). 

5. {Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 1, wherein said 
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effect inhibiting material includes at least one of zeolite and titanium dioxide (TiOj)- 

6- {previously Ameruied) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 1, wherein said 
effect inhibiting material is contained in said noble-metal containing catalyst layer and 
transfonns into a stable substance by reacting to said absorbent agent. 

I. {Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst accordir^ to claim 6, wherein said 
effect inhibiting material comprises an acid material that transforms into a stable substance by 
reacting to said absorbent agent. 

8. {Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 7, wherein said 
effect inhibiting material includes at least one of silica (SiOs), tungsten (W) and phosphorus (P). 

9- {Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 3, wherein said 
effect inhibiting material is contained in said noble- metal containing catalyst layer and 
transforms into a stable substance by reacting to said absorbent agent. 

10. {Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 9, wherein said 
effect inhibiting material includes at least one of silica (SiOj)* tungsten (W) and phosphorus (P), 

I I . {Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 1, further 
including a blocking layer for inhibiting movement of said absorbent agent to said noble-metal 
containing catalyst layer, and said blocking layer is formed between said NOx absorbent catalyst 
layer and said noble-metal containing catalyst layer. 

12. {Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 3. further 
including a blocking layer for inhibiting movement of said absorbent agent to said noble-metal 
containing catalyst layer, and said blocking layer is formed between said NOx absorbent catalyst 
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layer and said noble-metal containing catalyst layer- 

13. (Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 6, further 
including a blocking layer for inhibiting movement of said absorbent agent to said noble-metal 
containing catalyst layer, and said blocking layer is formed between said NOx absorbent catalyst 
layer and said noble-metal containing catalyst layer. 

14. (Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 9, further 
including a blocking layer for inhibiting movement of said absorbent agent to said noble-metal 
containing catalyst layer, and said blocking layer is formed between said NOx absorbent catalyst 
layer and said noble-metal containing catalyst layer. 

15. (Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst comprising: 

a carrier; 

an NOx absorbent catalyst layer; and 

a noble-metal containing catalyst layer; and 

an effect inhibiting layer containing an effect inhibiting material for inhibiting movement 
of said absorbent agent to said noble-metal containing catalyst layer, and said effect inhibiting 
layer is formed between said NOx absorbent catalyst layer and said noble-metal containing 
catalyst layer; 

wherein at least one absorbent agent selected ftom a group consisting of alkali metals and 
alkaline earth metals is contained in said NOx absorbent catalyst layer. 

1 6. (Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 15, wherein said 
effect inhibiting layer is comprised of one or roore materials selected from a group formed by an 
acid oxide including at least one acid substance selected from a group consisting of Group-lV. 
Group- V, and Group- VI transition elements and Group-lV, Group- V, and Group-VI non- 
transition elements; a complex oxide including said at least one acid substance; and such 



4 

PAGE 5/10* RCVD AT 2/18/2004 9:36:51 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306* CSID:17037266024 * DURATION (m[n-ss):0248 



02/'18/2084 09:34 1703726B024 



ROSSI 



PAGE 



Sn. 09/886, 1 45 ATTORNEY DOCKET No. MrTS:029 

materials as not to disturb reaction of a nitrogen oxide and said absorbent agent. 

17. (Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 15, wherein said 
effect inhibiting layer includes at least one acid substance between silicon (Si) and tungsten (W). 

18. (Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 15, wherein said 
effect inhibiting layer includes at least one of zeolite and titanium dioxide (TiOj). 

19. (Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 15, wherein an 
effect inhibiting material for inhibiting movement of said absorbent agent to said noble-metal 
containing catalyst layer is contained in said NOx absorbent catalyst layer. 

20. (Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 1 9, wherein an 
effect inhibiting material that transforms into a stable substance by reacting to said absorbent 
agent is contained in said noble-metal containing catalyst layer. 

21 . (Previously Amended) An exhaust gas purifying catalyst according to claim 15. wherein an 
effect inhibiting material that transforms into a stable substance by reacting to said absorbent 
agent is contained in said noble-metal containing catalyst layer, 

22. (Previously Amended) A method for manufacturing an exhaust gas purifying catalyst 
comprising: 

forming a first catalyst layer over a carrier; and 
forming a second catalyst layer over the first layer, 

wherein one of said first catalyst layer and said second catalyst layer comprises a NOx 
absorbent catalyst layer including at least one absorbent agent selected from a group consisting of 
alkali metals and alkaline earth metals. 
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wherein the other of said first catalyst layer and said second catalyst layer compri$es a 
noble-metal contaming catalyst layer, 

wherein an effect inhibiting material for inhibiting an effect of said absorbent agent on 
said noble-metal containing catalyst layer is added to at least one of said NOx absorbent catalyst 
layer and said noble-metal containing catalyst Jayer, and 

wherein the second catalyst layer is tlie NOx absorbent catalyst layer and said first 
catalyst layer is said noble-metal containing catalyst layer. 

23. {Previously Amended) A method for manufacturing an exhaust gas purifying catalyst as 
claimed in claim 22. wherein the first catalyst layer is the NOx absorbent catalyst layer and said 
second catalyst layer is said noble-metal containing catalyst layer. 

24. {Canceled) 

25. {Previously Amended) A method for manufacturing an exhaust gas purifying catalyst 
comprising: 

forming a first catalyst layer over a carrier; 

forming an inhibiting layer over said first cataly?it layer; and 

forming a second catalyst layer over the first catalyst layer; 

wherein one of said first catalyst layer and said second catalyst layer comprises a NOx 
absorbent catalyst layer including at least one absorbent agent selected from a group consisting of 
alkali metals and alkaline earth metals; 

wherein the other of said first catalyst layer and said second catalyst layer comprises a 
noble-metal containing catalyst layer; and 

wherein said effect inhibiting layer includes an effect inhibiting material for inhibiting 
movement of said absorbent agent to said noble-metal containing catalyst layer. 
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26. (Previously Amended) A method for manufacturing aa exhaust gas purifying catalyst as 
claitned in claim 25, wherein the first catalyst layer is the NOx absorbent catalyst layer and said 
second catalyst layer is said noble-metal containing catalyst layer. 

27. {Previously Amended) A method of manufacturing an exhaust gas purifying catalyst as 
claimed in claim 25, wherein the second catalyst layer is the NOx absorbent catalyst layer and 
said first catalyst layer is said noble-metal containing catalyst layer. 
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